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THE EYRECOURT EXAMINER SPECIAL HISTORY SUPPLEMENT

EYRECOURT AND 1916

  

St. Brendan's NS was  founded in 1901 when  the parish 
priest asked the Mercy  Sisters in Loughrea to send 
some of their nuns to set up a primary school.   In 1909 
the school moved into its present building. 
There was also a boys school called St. Josephs and the 
infant boys stayed in our school until they joined the 
boys school in 2nd class. The boys school closed in  the 
1970's and our school has been fully co-ed since then. 
The  last boys school building is now our Community 
Hall, the previous building was on River St. 
Eyrecourt NS No.2 was the Church of Ireland School. It 
was a one teacher school that operated from the 1st of 
May 1915 to  the 1990s.     
Inspectors reports and observat ions on St . Brendan's 

NS
We found the "Organisers 
Observation Book".   The 
book would have been kept 
in the school, we think 
probably in the principals 
off ice.  The inspector would 
visit once a year and write a 
litt le report on the extra 
subjects.
In 1916  the extra subjects 
were cookery, Irish and 

needlework.
On the 24th of March  Cookery was examined:
The dishes cooked were satisfactory but too many were 
done at the same time. Answering and written work were 
very good.  Suggestions: Only one kind of dish to be 
prepared at a time e.g. 4 soda cakes, then 4 cornflour 
moulds.
On the 2nd of May, Irish was examined:
The proficiency in reading  and conversation falls below 
the required standard. It is pleasing to see Irish singing 
taught. 
Suggestions:  The reading and conversation need to be 
considerably improved. 
On the 8th of November, needlework was examined:
Sewing: good  VII & VIII
Knitting: good except in III , IV & V which need extra 
attention
Darning & cutting out good
Suggestions: Every pupil is to have knitting in school. The 
pupils are not making  garments to bring in material at 
once.  The pupils of V standard to learn darning and also 
learn the heel of stocking.  The different branches of  
progression to be taught as suggested in  "Ecolio" .

As our local readers know, Eyrecourt was originally called Dún an Uchta (The Eight Forts)  and was renamed Eyrecourt when John 
Eyre was granted around 800 acres of land for  his role in the Cromwellian conquest of Ireland. 

Our school was a Mercy girls school and in 1916 there was also a boys school and a Church of Ireland school.

We began our research in the school, looking at our extensive school records. We were fortunate to get the loan of the Church of 
Ireland school roll books from Eyrecourt Librarian Laura Flynn.  We also have inspector reports from that time.  We cross referenced 
with the 1911 census in an effort to learn more about the people of Eyrecourt in 1916. 

From talking to older villagers, the Eyres seemed to be decent landlords and nobody ever seems to speak ill of that time. When we 
extended our research to the military archives this seemed to make sense as we could not find anyone from Eyrecourt claiming a 
military pension and the closest rebel cumann mentioned was a few miles away in Clonfert. We did get a tip from Pat Johnston 
(Ballinasloe historian) about an Eyrecourt lady who tried to claim a pension because her brother fought in 1916. So far this is the 
extent of rebel activities we unearthed in Eyrecourt! 

St. Brendan's NS
formally Mercy Convent School, Eyrecourt

St. John the Baptist Schoolhouse
Eyrecourt NS No.2

Photos by: Jack Rosney and Aoife O'Dowd

Eyrecourt  Schools in 1916
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Eyrecourt No 2 school or the Church of Ireland school has an interesting history. The daily roll book dates from  
Friday October 1st 1915 and continues to  1960. 

We looked at April 1916 and there were  15 pupils attending.

There were  3 Howards from the Mill Eyrecourt: Mary , Sarah and John.  In April 1916, Mary was 5years and 8 
months, Sarah was 4years and 2 months and John was 7 years and 7 months. We looked at their history in the 
school register and Mary spent 9 years in school, Sarah spent 11 years in primary school and John was 8 years in 
school and left to work "at home".  There were other Howards living in Woodfield, Mooref ield and Feamore: Mary 
Ellen, James and Mary Louisa. We suspect all the Howards were related and their 
fathers occupations were listed as "farmer".

There were two O'Neill children attending the school: Jonathan and Will iam.  Johathan 
was 10 years and 9 months and Will iam was 14 years old.  No occupation was listed for 
their father but they lived in Bridge House. Will iam attended for one year after doing 
most of his schooling in Eyrecourt Boys School. Jonathan started in 2nd class. 

Frederick and John Kenny  came from Lismore, Eyrecourt.  Frederick and John had not 
attended a school before starting in Junior infants. We think they might have been 
twins as there is only a date of birth for Frederick. He was 7 years and 8 months on 
starting school. 

Probably the most important family, the Eyres had 2 children attending the school. 
Their home address is l isted as "The Castle" and their father was listed as "Land 
Commissioner". Ceraise was in  senior infants and she left the school on 15/03/1919 
to go "Back to England". John Stuart Eyre was in the same class as his sister, 
unfortunately we have no date of birth for him in the register.  We know Ceraise was 7 
years and 1 month when she started school in infants and she never attended school 
before then. 

The teacher did not label the classes in the roll book but there seemed to be 8 dif ferent 
levels in the one classroom! Eyrecourt  No.2 never expanded beyond one teacher. We 
were thinking about the children in this Church of Ireland School. It must have been 
hard. They must have felt dif ferent and left out. As for the teacher it must have been 
very lonely  and challenging. 

St. Brendan's NS seemed to be a large school at the time. 10 Girls and  8  Boys enrolled 
for the 1915-1916 school year.  We noticed the children seemed to start on any month 
of the year. There didn't seem to be a proper beginning of the school year.  We noticed 
the girls  starting school ranged in age from 5years to 7 years whereas the junior infant 
boys seemed to start school at the tender age of 3 and a half  years!

All the pupils who enrolled in the school year 1915-1916 were Roman Catholic and 
came from all the townlands around the vil lage. Their fathers worked as carpenters, 
herders and labourers. There was one gate-keeper and a number of fathers were in the R.I.C. (Royal Irish 
Constabulary).  

Roll Books

Inspectors Report
Inspectors did a whole school inspection every year. On the 31st May 1916 Mr Cussen 
Senior visited the school and his report said:

Good work has been done in the infant department, and also in the 6th and 7th standards, 
but the instruction of the 3rd, 4th and 5th standards show less skill, and  the proficiency 
here leaves a good deal to be desired. If the usual organisation of large schools were 
adopted, and undue grouping of standards abandoned, it would be possible to attain a 
higher proficiency. 

We wouldn't l ike to have been the 3rd, 4th or 5th standard teacher when that report 
arrived to the school!

Research carried out by the Eyrecourt Examiner team, particularly: Alan Mullery, Alannah 
Larkin, Cian Rocke, Jack Rosney, Ellen Larkin, Kiara Corcoran. Photos by: Jack Rosney
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IRELANDS TIMELINE
432 A.D. St. Patrick arrives in Ireland, bringing Christianity.

1541 Britain's King Henry the 8th is crowned king of Ireland. He tries to 

get rid of the Catholic religion.

1608  King James the 6th sends thousands of Protestant farmers to Ireland to take over land 
owned by Catholic farmers.

1649 Oliver Cromwell comes to Ireland, taking the land off  Catholic farmers. His phrase was 
?To Hell Or To Connaught?. 

1695 The Penal Laws of made strict laws against Catholics because the rulers didn't want the 
Irish to become powerful and rebel.

1798 the Irish were not happy with the way we were ruled by the Brit ish. Ireland had a 
parliament in Dublin, but the f inal say went to England. In 1791 a group called the United 
Irishmen were set up. They wanted all Irish people to unite and make an Irish Republic, which 
would give rights to everyone. In 1798, they tried to defeat the Brit ish, and started a Rebellion. 

1845-1849. A potato blight kil ls Ireland's food crop. About 1 mill ion people die from 
starvation during the Great Potato Famine. Another 1 mill ion people emigrate.  

 1916. The Easter Rebellion. Armed Irish loyal people rebel against the Brit ish  in Dublin on the 
Monday after Easter. The Brit ish execute the rebel leaders. 

1919-1921. The War of Independence between the Britain and Irish Republican army. In a 
treaty, Britain f inally gave up control of most of Ireland but t ightens its grip on Ulster. 

1921- 1923. Irish Civil War between those who accept the treaty with the English and those 
that don't .

1949. Britain announces Ulster a part of Britain. The other counties of Ireland declare 
themselves, totally free of Brit ish control. 

 1972.During anti-Brit ish protest in the Ulster town Derry on January 30th, 13 unarmed 
marchers are kil led by Brit ish troops, now known as Bloody Sunday. Brit ish imposes direct rule 
on Ulster. 

1990. Mary Robinson becomes the f irst women president of Ireland. 

1998. Northern Ireland and the Republic adopt on The Good Friday Agreement, an important 
step in the peace process.

 

 2002. The euro replaces the Irish punt, as the off icial currency.

2005-2006. The European Union off icially recognise Irish as a working language. The Irish 
government begins a 20-year plan to make Ireland a bil ingual country where everyone will 
speak both Irish and English. 

By Libby Mullery, Aoife O'Dowd and Thomas Fleming
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1916 EASTER RISING

(DAY BY DAY)

Sunday
Easter Sunday was the day the Rising was 
supposed to take place but Eoin McNeill 
put an article in the newspaper calling 

off  the march which was part of the plan.  
The other leaders decided to postpone 
the march to the following day Easter 

Monday as there was a lot of confusion 
as to whether the march was on or off  

and they needed as much volunteers as 
possible for it to be successful.

The Brit ish only had 400 soldiers in Dublin because they 
didn't think the Irish were a threat as they had already 
captured Rodger Casement who was bringing over arms 
from Germany to the Irish Volunteers.  The proclamation 
was printed in Liberty Hall that day. Due to Casements 
arrest and McNeills notice in the paper the march begun in 
reduced numbers at noon.  In Dublin the total amount of 
volunteers was 3000.  Apart from a small number of 
people in Galway and Wexford the rest of the volunteers 
obeyed McNeill and did not go ahead with the march.  The 
plan was to take over a number of key sites in Dublin and 
hold out until the rest of volunteers came to help. The 
rebels didn't take Dublin Castle but they got the GPO, the 
Four Courts,the South Dublin Union, Boland's Mill, 
Stephen's Green and Jacob's Biscuit Factory.  

Monday

By Tuesday morning the Brit ish had 
brought in machine guns and had 

deployed them on the upper f loors of 
the buildings overlooking Stephen's 

Green. The Irish positions were under 
f ire and Joseph Plunkett was angry at 

the failure to claim any of the high 
buildings around the Green.  By the 
end of Tuesday the Brit ish had 7,000 

troops.

Tuesday

British soldiers who had arrived in 
Dún Laoghaire by boat came under 
f ire by 17 rebels at Mount Street 

Bridge. This was the bloodiest battle 
of the week.  The Brit ish blasted an 

empty Liberty Hall for an entire 
hour.  234 of the soldiers were 
either kil led or wounded and 5 

rebels died in the hour .  

Wednesday

The Brit ish had retaken control of 
the city . Clerys department store 
and the Imperial Hotel crashed to 

the ground as Sackville Street 
turned to ashes.  North King Street 

was the next scene of combat where 
the Brit ish tried to take a well 
barricaded rebel position. The 

surroundings of the GPO were in 
f lames. 

Thursday

Pearse ordered the Cumann na 
mBan women out of the GPO for 
their safety.  The GPO was set on 

f ire and rebels had to break walls to 
escape the burning building and go 
to other buildings in Moore Street. 

 The rebels were trapped and 
outnumbered  as the number of 
Brit ish troops had risen to over 

16000 .

Friday

General Maxwell ordered General Lowe to refuse any 
negotiations short of unconditional surrender.  By noon, Pearse 

was worried about the number of civil ians who were being 
kil led so he ordered the volunteers to stand down.  At 12:45pm 

nurse Elizabeth O?Farrell , one of the three Cumann na mBan 
women to be allowed to stay with the volunteers, carried a 

white f lag to the Brit ish.  As she walked across the battlef ield 
the f iring stopped immediately when they saw her white f lag. 

 One of the most famous photos was taken at the moment 
Pearse surrendered. 

Saturday

By Sarah O'Quigley, Eliie Gohery and 
Ellen Larkin
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Eamonn Bul f inn (1892-1968)
Eamonn Bulf in hoisted the Tricolour f lag and a 
green f lag with the words ? Irish Republic ? written 
on the f lag on the corners of  Prince?s street and 

Henry street.  He went to 
school in Padraig Pearses 
school, St Enda?s. Sentenced 
to death but his foreign 
passport saved him.  Whilst 
hoisting the f lag he shouted 
inspirationally: ?We cannot 
desert Pearse now!  My ( 
Lauren Davis )  great grand 
mother  is a Horan and her 
sister is Lily Bulf inn  née 
Horan. Her husband was 

Eamonns uncle.

           The Seven Signatories
James Connolly, Thomas Clarke, Padraig 
Pearse, Joseph Plunkett, Seán Mac Diarmada, 
Thomas Mac Donagh and Eamonn Ceannt 
were the seven signatories of the 
Proclamation.  The Proclamation was read 
outside the GPO ( General Post Off ice ) by 
Pádraig Pearse. The proclamation states that 
Ireland is entit led to it 's own leadership and 
all men and women  should have the 
privilege to choose their own destinies. 
                         

          Michael   Col l ins
Michael Collins went to the meeting in England to 
negotiate the Treaty with the Brit ish. He wrote: ?I tell 
you this? early this morning I signed my own death 
warrant.? He was kil led in an ambush 
in Béal na Bláth, Co Cork on August 
22, 1922. Collins? funeral was held 
on August 28. A movie based on 
Michael Collins life was released on 
November the 8th 1996 in the 

Republic Of Ireland. 

Padraig Pearse (1879-1916)
Padraig Pearse founded the school, St. Enda?s. He used to work 
in a bar. He had a younger brother, Will iam Pearse. He became 
the editor of the Gaelic League?s paper An 
Claidheamh Soluis in 1885. He lectured in 
Irish at University College Dublin In July 
1914, Pearse was involved in the 
smuggling of weapons and ammunition 
through Howth in Co Dublin which were 
stored at St Enda?s. After surrendering to 
save further civil ian casualties, he was 
executed holding a crucif ix on May 3, 1916 
at Kilmainham Gaol. 

 Eamonn De Valera (1882-1975)
Eamonn de Valera was born in New York, 
America. He moved to Ireland like Eamonn 
Bulf in.He married 
Sinéad Flanagan and 
had seven children. 
He was sentenced to 
death in 1916, but he 
was released in 1917 
because of his foreign 
passport.He was 
President of the Irish 
Republic, Taoiseach 
and Minister for 
External Affairs. 

James Connol ly  (1860-1916)
James Connolly was born in Edinburgh He f irst came to Ireland as a 
member of the Brit ish Army. In Dublin he met 
Lil l ie Reynolds and they married in 1890. James 
f lew the banner, ?We serve neither King nor 
Kaiser, but Ireland? at Liberty Hall. James 
Connolly was badly wounded before the 
evacuation to Moore Street. He was executed by 
a f iring squad in Kilmainham Gaol at dawn on 
May 12, 1916 while strapped to a chair. 

El izabeth O'Farrel l
Elizabeth was born in City 
Quay,Dublin in 1884 She worked as a 
midwife in Holles Street 
in Dublin She cared for 
the wounded at the GPO 
during the Easter Rising 
She was ordered to bring 
the surrender to the 
Brit ish with Pearse. 

Countess Constance Markievicz 
Born in London, her father was a philanthropist, Henry Gore-Booth. He was an Arctic 
explorer and a landlord in the west of Ireland, who was married to Georgina May Hill, 
of Tickhill Castle, York, England. Constance was educated at the family estate in 
Lissadell, Co Sligo. She was noted as a f ine horsewoman who had an excellent shot. 
Inspired by Will iam Butler Yeats, she became interested in Irish nationalism and social 
issues at a time women were not allowed to vote in elections or to become Members 
of Parliament. After studying in London and Paris, Constance met and later married 
Count Casimir Dunin-Markievicz and they returned to Sligo in 1901 where their 
daughter Maeve was born. Maeve was raised by her grandparents.In 1903 Markievicz 
moved to Dublin where she joined Inghinidhe na hÉireann (Daughters of Ireland) and 
later founded, with Bulmer Hobson, Na Fianna Éireann (1909). Working with James 
Connolly, she ran a soup kitchen at Liberty Hall during 
the 1913 lockout, before she joined the Citizen Army. 
During the 1916 Rising Markievicz was appointed second 
in command to Michael Mallin at St Stephen?s Green. 
Upon surrendering, she kissed her revolver before 
handing it over to the Brit ish off icer. Although 
condemned to death for her part, she had her sentence 
commuted to penal servitude for l ife (on account of her 
gender ) and was imprisoned in Aylesbury Prison, 
Buckinghamshire. Under the general amnesty of 1917, 
Markievicz was released and she converted to 
Catholicism. In 1918 she was the f irst woman elected to 
the House of Commons but did not take her seat as was 
the policy of her party, Sinn Fein. 

Eamonn Ceannt
Eamonn Ceannt was Born in Galway. His 
father was an RIC off icer. He married Aine 
Ceannt, the vice 
president of Cumann na 
MBan. He also worked 
as an accountant. He 
faced the f iring-squad 
in Kilmainham on May 
8, 1916. 

by Lauren Davis, Caoimhe Kearns and 
Kiara Corcoran
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1916 MONUMENTS, STATUES
AND TRAIN STATIONS

While we were researching the Easter Rising in 1916, we stumbled across loads of 
monuments, statues and train stations named after people and things that were 
involved in the Easter Rising. We decided to make an article about it, so here goes!

 Monuments

- There is a 1916 memorial in Sarsf ield Bridge, Limerick City. At f irst, it was 
called the Viscount FitzGibbon Memorial. It was built in 1855 

- In Parnell Street, Dublin, there is a Garden of Remembrance. It 
commemorates freedom f ighters from various risings, such as the 1916 
Easter Rising.

 

Statues

- Did you know that Countess Constance Markievicz has her own statue in St. 
Stephens? Green? It was built in 1954, and stil l exists today.

- James Connolly also has a statue, but in Dublin Citys? center. Built in 1996, it 
is under the bridge at Beresford Place, near Dublins? Custom House.

- In Kilmainham Gaol, there is a sculpture dedicated to the executed leaders 
of the 1916 rising. A brass plate underneath the sculptures is imprinted with 
the Proclamation.

Train Stations 

- Ceannt Station in Galway City was named after Eamonn Ceannt, and built on 
the 1st of August, 1851. It was renamed to Ceannt Station in 1966, on the 
10th of April.

- Clarke Station in Dundalk was opened in 1849, and was renamed to Dundalk 
Clarke Station in  1966.

- Connolly Station in Dublin was originally named Amiens Street. It was 
renamed in 1966, and upgraded in 1983.

  

While researching, we were very interested about these landmarks. 
We hope you learned some new facts about the Easter Rising from this 
article and  maybe now you might l ike to go and visit these 
monuments, statues and train station!

By Lorna Kelly, Keith Bradley, Jack Loughnane 

                 and Adam Ryan
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Statue in Kilmainham 
Gaol dedicated to 1916 
leaders


