
Ted Larkin Service Station and Garage 
When working with the Council and travelling the county, Ted saw that every small 

village had a service station, so why not Eyrecourt? Ted set up a garage, shop and 

filling station in Eyrecourt in 1999. He opened his business in Eyrecourt because 

he worked for the Galway County Council as maintenance fitter for 17 years. He 

was fed up of travelling all over the county with the Council. He thought the shop 

and filling station would complement each other in Eyrecourt.  

 He built the shed and got two locals to roof it. He got a local builder to do the 

block work and ground work. The oil company did the pipe work for the pumps and then they bought the fix-

tures and fittings to kit it out. Ted thinks it’s a lovely set up and said perhaps the shop may be too big for 

Eyrecourt as it had the potential to do greater business. Ted set up the shop first and then the garage. 

 He said he’s very busy in the garage with repairs and he sells a few cars and vans. He has a clientele built up 

of some very loyal customers. Ted said he works on about 15 to 20 vehicles per week. 

 I asked Ted is Eyrecourt a good village to have a filling station in. He re-

plied “Eyrecourt is the same as any other village and small town-  some peo-

ple are very loyal and support all the local businesses and then there are 

people that are never happy no matter what service is provided. The prob-

lem for me is that I am very involved in the local GAA club and to get on 

well with everyone is very difficult and sometimes this can be reflected in 

your business at local level. To be truthful and honest to yourself is very 

important to me, and sometimes you have to stand by your principles and maybe sometimes the truth is not 

good for business”.    Anna Larkin 

Duffy's shop 

Duffy's is one of the two local newsagents in Eyrecourt. It is a small shop but has a lot of supplies needed for 

the town. It was established in 1911 by Larry Duffy.  Paddy Duffy took over the business in 1954, then my 

Granny married into the business in 1955 and had six children including my dad who took over the business in 

1983. The shop and pub were together like most businesses of that time. In 1987 the shop was changed to 

where it is at present and the pub expanded into where the old shop was. In 1998 we bought the shop next 

door called Coen's which was a drapery shop run by Brendan Coen and expanded the shop to its present size 

and opened a Mace franchise. In 2009 we joined XL and still enjoy working with them. We sell a lot of differ-

ent products and services and the changes in technology mean purchasing habits and payment methods would 

have my grandad scratching his head "how could a little card have money in it?" One thing that's beginning to 

turn back the clock to the old days is the local produce. We sell fresh eggs and home baking produced by 

Kieran and Josephine Lynch, home made 

jams and marmalades by my Mom and Car-

mel Gallinagh and brown bread by Leone 

Byrnes and Josephine Lynch. I think it's 

good that local people producing fresh food 

can work with our shop and leave it in good 

order for the next generation. In 2015 my 

Granny will be 60 years in the shop and will 

have worked with three different curren-

cies.    Patrick Duffy. 
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Neylon Maintenance was founded in 2004 by my dad.                                                                                                             

He wanted to be in control of his own destiny and believed he could deliver very high 

standards to the cleaning industry. 

He bought his offices in Loughrea because it was near the motorway and there was 

very good broadband service.   

The company has grown and now employs 380 people. He plans to continue growing 

the company and become Irelands leading Facility Management Company. The busi-

ness has expanded to developing software to support the facility industry and is now 

selling to other company’s. Dad believes that the soft-

ware is the future for the industry and hopes to have 

sales outside the country. If this happens many jobs 

will be created and the local economy will benefit 

enormously. 

He would have loved to have based the business in 

Eyrecourt but the skill sets and the broadband were 

not at the levels required.  

 The recession affected his business because other companies were reducing their 

purchases; the banks were refusing financing which effected profits. Business con-

tinues to be very challenging but there are some signs of improvements. 

He started a cleaning company because this is what he worked at for the past 20 

years. The company now provides many services: cleaning, catering, mechanical, elec-

trical and security services. 

Mr. Sheehan the founder of the Galway Clinic offered Dad the cleaning contract in 

2004. Dad is forever grateful to Mr. Sheehan for his courage, for this gesture of 

faith has lead to Neylon Maintenance Services. 

He launched a website in 2007, and has up graded in 2012. The web is one of the 

main sources for new business and it is very important to keep the company develop-

ments in the public eye. 

April 2014 Neylon Maintenance launched its academy for young trainee facility man-

agers. The course is Fetec majored level 6 and it will take the students three years 

to complete.     Oisín Neylon 

Post office 
We all know there’s a post office in Eyrecourt. It is run by Annette Lyons. Be-

fore Annette ran the post office it was run by her mother! 

Annette’s mother started working in the post office in 1936. Annette is originally 

from Eyrecourt. Annette inherited the post office from her mother; it was al-

ways assumed that she would take it over from her. When she was smaller she 

wanted to work in a post office. 

 When she started to work in the post office the stamps cost 25c then went up 

to 30c then 35c then 37c and now they are 60c. Even though Eyrecourt is a small 

village the post office gets a lot of service, especially on Wednesday, Thursday, 

Friday and Saturday.  

Back years ago they had no safes in the post office so they had to keep all the 

money and stamps in a till. They also operated the telephone exchange. If you 

wanted to make a phone call you had to ring the post office and they would con-

nect you to the number and on Sunday you couldn’t make a phone call until after 

6:00pm. Annette remembers having to be home by 

6:00pm on a Sunday to look after the phone. 

There used to be two deliveries of post, one in the 

morning and one in the evening. There were three post men that had to deliver all the mail on 

their bikes.   Now Marie (postwoman) collects the post every morning  from the sorting of-

fice in Ballinasloe and delivers all the post in her van to the Eyrecourt area.  All letters must 

be posted by 4:45pm each day as they are then collected.   

Services the post office provides today include: postage, savings, pension collection, chil-

dren’s allowance collection, dole collection, prize bonds, bill payments, TV licence payment 

and some banking.  

                Caitlin Dunican & Colin Downey  

 

Horses in Eyrecourt 
There is a great history of horse riding and hunting in Eyrecourt.  Don’t 

forget Eyrecourt was the main stop for stage coaches!  John Eyre the 

landlord of Eyrecourt founded the Blazers hunt.   

In Eyrecourt many people keep horses. Some people breed horses while 

others hunt or compete with their horses.  The main sports for horses 

are hunting, eventing and hunter trials. 

In hunting you have to try to catch a fox. The huntsman blows the horn to start the hunt, and blows it again 

if he sees a fox. In hunting you normally jump logs, ditches, drains, wire and walls. 

In eventing you have to do a dressage test. Soon  after you have to do a show jumping course. Later you have 

a cross country. You have to go fast for a cross country course. If you come 1st, you could win 100 euro, 2nd 

50 euro and 3rd 25 euro. 

There is a lot of show-jumping outside Eyrecourt. Show-jumping involves a course of 17-20 jumps. 

The East Galway Hunt is the main hunt for the area of East Galway. The hunt starts  in October, and ends in 

February. Hopefully this sport will carry on here in Eyrecourt and everywhere.         

      Katie Salmon, Emily Salmon, Patrick Duffy and Ryan Cox 



 Meelick-Eyrecourt GAA 

Meelick-Eyrecourt GAA Club was founded in 1884. Meelick was in the first ever 

club All Ireland and played against Thurles Sarsfeilds in Birr.  Unfortunately it 

was not our day but we still made history! Meelick-Eyrecourt is made up of three 

parishes: Meelick, Eyrecourt and Clonfert. 

There’s hurling, camogie and a little bit of Gaelic football 

in the club. Clonfert pitch is our home ground and has an 

outdoor gym, ball wall , astro-turf pitch, a stand and a dressing 

rooms/clubhouse.  

In Clonfert a cúl camp is run every year. The 

ages are 6-13 years old. It is a week in July during our school holi-

days. It is always great fun and includes a cool kit. 

People can join the Juvenile club (under 16), Senior club, Camogie 

club (women) or Juvenile Camogie club (under 16).  There are com-

mittees for each club and officers are elected each year at the 

club AGM.   

The clubs fundraising activities are highlights of the areas social 

calendar. The camogie club have a table quiz every Good Friday. The 

Juvenile and Senior club have a Muck Run on St. Stephens Day.  

Last year the GAA club hosted Strictly Come Dancing on Easter 

Sunday night.  This year they had “Lets Dance”, an Irish dancing 

competition. 

 Neylon Maintenance sponsor the club hurlers. They started to sponsor the hurlers in 2013.  Noel 

Larkin was the previous sponsor.  Davis Pharmacy sponsor the camogie club. 

Tomás Flynn, Niall Fleming & Oisín Neylon   

The Library 
The library is located in Church Lane, Eyrecourt, Co. Galway. The librarian is called Laura Flynn. The library 

was opened by the Mayor of Galway, Michael Regan in 2002. It was originally the 2nd school in Eyrecourt. The 

library has books for all ages. A Summer Reading Challenge occurs for ages under 13. Laura  can order re-

quested books by the members of the library. It also has a computer inside with broadband. Membership is 

free for children and it is only five euro for adults per year to join. It has story tellers and art exibitition a 

couple of times a year. 

New opening hours with effect from June 3rd 2014 

Wednesday : 2:00pm-4:00pm and 5:30pm – 7:30pm 

Thursday : 11:00am-1:00pm and 2:00pm – 4:00pm 

Saturday : 11:00am – 1:00pm 

 Tomás Flynn & Michael Kelly  
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Noone’s Pub 
On the May 20th I interviewed Sara Noone.  Sara had just finished 

college and was waiting to get a job as a social worker. Sara was 

working in a pub in Banagher   while she was in college so she had 

plenty of experience of pub life. In December 2010 an opportunity arose for Sara and her 

dad Brendan to rent a pub in Eyrecourt. This pub is owned by Sadie Clarke. Sara said that 

she loves working in the pub, its hard work and long hours, but her customers are very 

friendly and she enjoys the banter with them. It costs a lot of money to keep the pub 

stocked.  Some weeks can be very quiet and some weeks can be busy. At least once a month 

there is a party/function which helps to keep the pub ticking 

over. Sara and her boyfriend Aaron work in the pub most of the 

time.  Grahame Mc Dermot helps out at weekends. Years ago 

there were five pubs open in Eyrecourt, now there is only one.  

 Aideen Lyons 

The Shannon is a beautiful river in Ireland. The length of the whole river is 240 miles long. 

The nearest section of the Shannon closest to us is in Meelick. You can walk along the 

banks and fish by the side of the river. Now you can't fish for Salmon, but you can still 

fish for Trout, Pike and all different kinds of Fish. 

On the Shannon you can go cruising, fishing and do lots of water sports. 

The Shannon flows through Cavan, Leitrim, Longford, Roscommon, Westmeath, Offaly, Gal-

way, Tipperary, Limerick and Clare. 

In the Shannon there are lots of cool creatures, like ducks, May-flies and many different 

fish. 

At this time of year the swans are out. They might have their baby cygnets with them, so 

don’t go too close because they like to protect their young. 

Anna Larkin and Aideen Lyons 

The 

Shannon 

Photo taken by 

Aideen Lyons 



Hogan Tractors 

Hogan Tractors was founded in 1972 by its current owner Michael Hogan. The first trac-

tor he sold was Fordson Dexter, later on in his career he started selling Ursus tractors 

within the community, they were affordable and reliable and in the 90s were the most pop-

ular tractor in the area.  

His next agency was the Landini which was a more expensive brand and more powerful 

tractor for modern farming methods. His latest and best selling brand as everyone knows 

is New Holland Tractors. His business is well 

known in and outside the county. He has two 

garages in the village, one which repairs trac-

tors and has a huge store for spare parts of 

any tractor or machine and the other garage 

is for spraying and doing up second hand 

tractors which he sells on again and also for 

doing up vintage tractors which is his favour-

ite hobby. Michael founded the vintage rally 

in 1985 which is held every two years in the 

Lawn in Eyrecourt, which has an amazing ex-

hibit of vintage  tractors and cars. Michaels 

favourite tractor is the New Holland because 

he thinks it's the most reliable tractor. His 

vintage model collection is huge and his earli-

est tractor was made in 1917, his earliest car was 1907 and his earliest commercial was 

1927.          Patrick Duffy & Michael Kelly 

The Public Health Nurse. 
Marguerite Dolan is our local Public Health Nurse. She works in Eyrecourt Health Centre and around peo-

ple’s homes. In 2003 Marguerite set up the parent and toddler group which lasted for 7 

years. Her area covers Eyrecourt, Clonfert, Meelick, Tiernascragh, parts of Ballycrissane, 

parts of Clontuskert parish and up to the Banagher Bridge. Sometimes she has to cover 

the Killimor, Tynagh and Duniry areas . In September 1998 Marguerite came to Eyrecourt 

to work as a Public Health Nurse and she has been a Public Health Nurse in Eyrecourt 

ever since.    

As part of her work she visits Post-Natal women and measures the babies Weights and 

heights. She supports and gives advice on infant feeding to ensure that the babies grow. 

Marguerite has check-ups and clinics until the baby is approximately 5 years old. When 

the children are 7 - 9 months they have clinics with the Area Medical Officer in Balli-

nasloe Health Centre. Their speech & language is reviewed at 18 months - 2 years and 

again at age 3 -  4 years as well as a height and weight measurements. If there are any issues with the 

child’s speech & language Marguerite refers them to a speech and language clinic.  

Marguerite also works with older people. She visits them when dis-

charged from hospital if requested 

and orders the equipment they need 

such as wheelchairs. She refers them 

for extra home supports such as home 

help. Clients also attend the local Doc-

tor and Day Centre in Eyrecourt . In 

Eyrecourt there are more elderly 

than children because it’s a rural area 

so a Public Health Nurse has to do more traveling to people’s homes. 

In an urban area the visits could be in 1 or 2 housing estates. Marguerite thinks that the government should 

not take away medical cards from those who need them. Marguerite believes the future of public health 

nursing is the development of Primary Care Centres like Eyrecourt.  Multidisciplinary team members will 

have outreach clinics in these centres such as Physiotherapists. More Nursing staff are needed because of 

the increasing demands on our health system and high population of older persons in Ireland. Everyone has a 

right and entitlement to the best healthcare possible.  Mark Larkin 

Davis' Pharmacy 
On the 19th May, I interviewed Ellen Davis. Her business started by going to college and studding Pharmacy. 

Ellen bought the Pharmacy in 1997, and it had been in existence for the previous 50 years. So the Pharmacy 

has been in existence for 65 years in total. 

Ellen bought the pharmacy from a lady called Mrs. Burke, and when 

she retired she was in her 70's. Mrs. Burke had the pharmacy 

since the beginning. 

Ellen loves Eyrecourt. Friday is the busiest day for her. They get 

most of their customers from Dr. Niall because he gives them pre-

scriptions for medicines. Other services provided by the pharmacy 

are photos, cosmetics, jewellery, lotions and potions and above all 

great advice from the pharmacist on day to day ailments. 

I think the pharmacy is a great business to have here in Eyrecourt 

and we are lucky to have such a vital service in our village.         

Katie Salmon    


