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Dr. Anne Dolan collaborates with the Eyrecourt Examiner. 
On the day we were publishing our January issue, Dr Anne Dolan came to our 

school to observe how we put together our Eyrecourt Examiner.  She had read 

a copy of our December edition in her nephews house over Christmas.  Mark 

Larkin (sub editor) is her god child! 

Anne Dolan lectures in Mary Immaculate Teacher Training College in Limerick. 

She is a senior lecturer in SESE.  SESE is History, Geography and Science.  

She is particularly interested in Geography.  She has classes of up to 300 stu-

dents. She taught the teachers we had on teacher practice, Miss Turley and 

Miss Rogers and also lectured Ms Treacy.  She also supervises teaching prac-

tice students. Dr Dolan started her career as a primary teacher and then she 

went back to college and got a PHD in lecturing.  

Mary Immacultate college are funding Dr. Dolan to write a book.  She has this 

whole semester to research and write it.  The book is going to be called 

Teaching Primary Geography: Ideas and Inspirations for the Classroom.  It will 

be published in 2015.  

Next month we will have an extra supplement with the Eyrecourt Examiner.  It 

will be called Eyrecourt Past.  Under Dr. Dolan’s guidance we will be interview-

ing and investigating the history of Eyrecourt. 

The March edition will have a supplement Eyrecourt Present  and the following 

edition will have a supplement Eyrecourt Future.  

It is a very exciting opportunity for this newspaper and we are enjoying having 

the extra  

expertise on  

hand! 

Photo: Aideen Lyons 
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80c  Water Quiz  
With water charges starting in a few months, 

guess the amount  of water we use in our daily 

activities in the home. 

The Incidental 

We had a incidental visit this 

month. If you don’t know who or 

what an incidental visitor is then 

find out inside! 

Spike ball victory 

We travelled to Ard Scoile 

Mhuire for the Galway Spike ball 

finals.  Find out about the day 

and exciting results inside. 

Ripplecom  

From Diginet to Ripplecom, 

the school joins the broad-

band superhighway! 
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Editorial 
This months newspaper is packed with lots of local sports, school 

news, local news, agriculture and entertainment. We hope you enjoy 

this months issue and have a very happy February ! 

                                                       Chantelle Hughes 

Notifications  
We will be doing a 

past, present and 

future  of Eyre-

court in the next 

three issue with 

Anne Dolan, who 

works at Mary  

Immaculate !  We 

are going to be 

very busy the next 

few months!  

We are still doing ‘children help-

ing children ‘  so if you would like 

to donate a small amount of mon-

ey contact us at  

eyrecourtexaminer@gmail.com 

Or we have a twitter account  

@Eyrecourt_news also you can 

contact us on our weebly account 

at-

www.eyrecourtexaminer.weebly.c

om 

If you would like to place a ad-

vertisement in our newspaper 

then contact us with  

eyrecourtexaminer@gmail.com 

Or on our twitter  

@Eyrecourt_news  

The Mysterious Cattle Crush  

We all arrived in school on a normal Monday morning. We noticed a thing 

down near the pitch. We thought it was a cattle crush but we found out it 

two safety gates.  

Apparently the gates are to prevent anyone from slipping on their way down 

to the pitch. The safety officers on the Board of Management and the staff 

identified the ramp as a hazard on a safety audit last year.  They decided to 

erect a safety gate to slow down pupils running onto the pitch.   

We think it will prevent children getting injured!                                                  
Tiernan Gohery & 
Tomás  Flynn 

Photos: Niall 

Fleming 
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Our Feathered Friends From Siberia 
I think you know what I'm talking about, starlings of course, with their small black bodies 

and amazing coordination they are hard to beat. In late winter starlings migrate from East-

ern Europe & West Asia but some are here all year round. Their length only reaches up to 

20cm (8in) & their wingspan reaches up to 44cm (17in)The starling is a very noisy bird. 

They don't make a good effort in building their nests but it's enough to keep 4 or 5 glossy, 

pale blue eggs safe. These eggs take up to 2 weeks to hatch & stay in the nest for a fur-

ther 3 weeks. 

 Their diets consist of a wide range of invertebrates, seeds & fruit. They are hunted by 

many birds of prey & some mammals. They can be beneficial to agriculture by keeping some 

bugs & parasites at bay but they can be a bit of a pest themselves by eating sprouting 

fruits & crops. As a result of this in some places some farmers see their only choice is to 

cull them. 

 Their bodies are black with glossed purple or green & speckled with white especially during 

Winter. The male is less spotted than females at a given time of year. The legs are pinkish 

or greyish red. The beak is narrow, in winter it is brownish-black but in summer the fe-

males beak goes a lemony yellow colour while the males have a yellow beak with a blue-grey 

base. 

 Starlings move by walking, running & of course flying. A common form of flight for the 

starling is called a murmuration.  That is when a large group of starlings come together. It 

is usually just a defence mechanism but is also a lovely sight. 

 A starlings nest is mainly made out of straw, dry grass & twigs with an inner lining of 

feathers, wool & soft leaves. 

 Starlings are hunted mainly by some birds of prey such as buzzards, owls & hawks they are 

also hunted by mammals such as the pie martin, mink & fox. 

 Crows have always been a rival to the starlings & it seems like they always will be. The 

Eyrecourt crows have adapted ways of driving the starlings off their nesting grounds such 

as copying their murmurations then getting in close & driving them off.  Another one of 

their methods is to come in at the starlings in small fleets that have 20-30 crows then 

gradually bringing in more of these small groups of crows, this is something I witness on a 

daily basis. For the month of February it should become a lot more common to see starlings 

murmurating in the skies. 

                                                       Patrick Duffy 
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Ireland vs Scotland 

On the 2nd of February Ireland opened their RBS 6 Nations account with 

Scotland. Ireland got off to a good start with Johnny Sexton kicking over. 

But Craig Laidlaw’s penalty kept Scotland in touch. Jonny Sexton broke 

through the Scottish defence, gave a good pass to Jamie Heaslip but just 

before he got over the try line, he was brought into touch. Jonny Sexton put 

Ireland back in front after that. When Ireland were in Scotland’s 22, Conor 

Murray threw the ball to Rob Kearney and he passed it to Andrew Trimble 

and he scored the try that Ireland definitely needed. Johnny Sexton then 

put over the conversion. In the second half Craig Laidlaw gave Scotland a life 

line with a penalty. But this was Ireland’s day. From the maul, Jamie Heaslip 

touched down with Sexton adding another conversion. On that day it was Rob 

Kearney’s 50th cap and he broke through six Scottish defenders and scored 

Irelands third and final try. 

Full time score:    Ireland 28-6 Scotland  

                                                                                         Evan Gohery 

Meelick/ Eyrecourt under 14 

On February 16th Meelick/Eyrecourt under 14’s were brought to Galway to 

watch Dublin play Galway in Pearse Stadium. First we had to play Turlough-

more in a friendly challenge match.  

After a feast of tea and sandwiches we made our way to Pearse Stadium. 

Galway were looking very good in the first half leading by 0-16 – 0-06. In the 

second half Conal Keaney was shown a second yellow card and then a red for 

a heavy challenge on Iarla Tannian and Dublin were down to 14 men.  

After a while Galway were awarded a penalty that was taken by Conor Cooney 

but was denied by the crossbar, the ball went to Niall Healy and Galway had 

another point on the scoreboard. Minutes later Dublin responded with a goal, 

but Dublin were no match for Galway. Galway went on to win by 0-28 to 1-12. 

This was a great start to Galways League campaign. After the match we went 

to Supermacs in Merlin Park. We had a great day and we were home at 

around 6:30pm.                                      Mark Loughnane &  Colin Downey 
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School news  

The Incidental Visit  

On Wednesday  the 5th of February  we had an  incidental inspector. Her 

name was Treasa Kirk. She came from the Department of Education. All the 

teachers got a bit of a shock to see her! She visited and observed all the 

teachers  teaching two subjects each. The inspector gave advice to the 

teachers. We have been getting good marks so the teachers are doing their 

jobs well. She was very impressed with our school especially the Eyrecourt 

Examiner! 

                                                          Anna Larkin & Aideen Lyons  

RippleCom on Red mount Hill. 

 Our school will be getting broadband from a company called RippleCom who 

have agreed to a contract of 3 years broadband. They chose our school be-

cause the government accepted their tender. This company is based in an in-

dustrial estate in a town called Raheen in Limerick and they are supposedly a 

good company for providing broadband according to the installer.  He also 

rated them 9/10 which is really good. The signal will be going through a house 

on Red mount Hill. 

Thanks to RippleCom we will be enjoying the benefits of having broadband in 

the school on a daily basis. 

                                             Patrick Duffy 

How much water do we use? 
Guess how much water we use.  Below, all of the items are jumbled up. You have to try to 

match them up. Find out the answers on page 5 in this newspaper! 

Brushing while tap on                                       0.5L 

Brushing while off                                            10L 

Washing the car                                               9L 

Dripping tap                                                      35L 

Toilet                                                                500L in hr.       

Shower                                                              20,000L-50,000L a year 

Washing Machine                                               30L  

Dishwasher                                                        65L  

Hose                                                                  12L 

David Kennedy 
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School news 

Credit Union Quiz 

On the 31st of January four teams from our school went to Ballinasloe to the Credit Union 

Quiz. There were two teams in the under 13 category and we had two teams in the under 11 

category also. 

 The students on the under 13 teams were: 

Team 1: Mark Larkin, Ciaran Campbell, Colin Downey and David Kennedy.  

Team 2: Karl Lyons, Alison Rosney, Michael Kelly and Damien Murphy. 
 

 The students on the under 11 were 

Team 1: Anna Larkin, Emily Salmon, Adam Reilly and Evan Gohery.  

Team 2: Alan Mullery, Rory Campbell, Keith Bradley and Libby Mullery. 

 After the quiz we all got a free token for Supermacs! We weren’t placed this year but we 

all had a great time. 

                                           Aideen Lyons & Anna Larkin   

Spike ball victory 
  On the 4th of February 5th & 6th class Spike ball teams went to Ardscoil  Mhuire  to 

compete in the Galway Spike ball tournament. Spikeball is a version of Volleyball. There 

must be three touches before the ball goes back over the net. 

We had two boys teams. After a hard battle one of the boys team were victorious. We 

had one girls team which got to the semi– finals but after a great game the Eyrecourt 

girls were defeated. We had one mixed team . Sadly the mixed team were unlucky  and 

didn’t get placed. Congratulations to Colin, Niall, Karl, Tiernan, Tomás and Ryan who quali-

fied for the boys Connacht finals. 

We had a great day and we wish them well in Roscommon. 

                                Emily Salmon & Mark Larkin                                                                                                                             

St. Bridget’s Crosses   

5th & 6th class made St. Bridget’s crosses for St. 

Bridget’s day. 

St. Bridget’s day was on the 1st of February.  

We made the crosses out of rushes. It was very hard but 

we soon got the hang of it! 

First we got loads of rushes. Then we had to weave the 

rushes in a special way through each other. When we had 

them finished we put elastic bands on the ends of the 

crosses. At the start the crosses are green but they soon 

will  turn  yellow. 

                                                              Caitlin Dunican  
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Banagher open night  
On the 29th of January, 6th class were invited to Banagher collage, for an 

opening night. They split us up in groups and then showed us all the clas-

ses. 

In the woodwork  room we got to make a key ring.  In Social Studies we 

were on computers.  We dissected a pig in Science.  We learned a German 

song and worked out in the gym! We came out of the Home Economics 

room with our personally decorated cookies and then tried our hands at 

body sounds with the Music students.    It was an interesting evening and 

I’m looking forward to next year already! 

                                                                   Chantelle Hughes  

Portumna on the road to Croke Park again 

 

Portumna took on Na Piarsaigh at Semple Stadium on the 8th of February. At the start of 

the match Ronan O’Meara won a point. It wasn’t long before he snatched a goal. Na Pair-

saigh had a chance to score a goal but they hit the post.  

Joe Canning scored a few points and then fouled a Na Piarsaigh player. There was a row on 

if he should get a yellow or red card. He was let off with a yellow card. 

Strong winds, rain and the bitter cold made the first half a poor game of hurling. The sec-

ond half provided a better game. Portumna took the lead with a few frees from Joe Can-

ning and points from play from Kevin Chunky Hayes, Damien Hayes and Andy Smith. Joe 

Canning scored a class side line from far out. Shane Dowling scored a penalty to make it 

1:11 to 1:15 to Portumna, leading to the Club finals on Saint Patricks day in Croke Park 

against Mount Leinster of Carlow. 

                                                                                Shea Sloan   

Quiz Answers  

Brushing while tap on  =  12L 

Brushing while tap off = 0.5L 

Washing car = 10L 

Hose= over 500 L  in 1 hour  

Dripping tap=20,000—50,000 L  a year  

Toilet= 9L  

Shower= 35L 

Washing machine=65L 

Dish washer= 30L 

 

Portumna open night  
Portumna open night was held in Portumna Com-
munity School. It started at 6:30pm, and ended 

at 9:00pm. There were loads of classrooms. In 

the art room we got to make stamps of different 

animals. My favourite classroom was the art 

room. There was a music, metal work, wood work, 

home economics, art, French room, Business stud-

ies and technical Graphics room. They are all the 

optional subjects. I think it is a nice school! 

                                                                                                                   

Katie Salmon 


